Letterhead for NHSAO 
Address to: 
municipal heritage committee Amherstburg 

Also 
Mayor and Council, Amherstburg


Also
cc to Friends of Bellevue 

Dear 

At the recent annual conference of the National Historic Sites Alliance for Ontario (NHSAO), held October 4-5, 2010, attendees had a presentation about the noteworthy national historic site of Bellevue, in Amherstburg, the former home of Robert Reynolds and his extended family.  

The obvious elegance and beauty of this villa and its rare Palladian architectural style, along with its gardens and surroundings, shone through in the presentation, even though the state of its neglect and threats to it were striking. The important history associated with this structure deserves to be shared with the general public and indeed, citizens of the world. 
We understand that the building has recently received some cleaning and stabilization, which is welcome news. Conference goers heard that there has been reluctance on the part of the present owners to undertake to bring the building back to its former glory but that there was hope of some rapprochement between them and various levels of government. 
As Chair of the Board of Directors of the NHSAO, I have been directed to write to you to express our very serious concern about the state of the property and its uncertain future. Further, I urge you to find constructive ways to work with the owners, with heritage groups and knowledgeable restoration professionals, to ensure that this rare national historic site receives the care and attention it deserves. Its villa setting with gardens and vistas is also part of the charm of the site and we hope that eventual solutions will include retaining all or some significant portion of the grounds. 
Our Alliance would be happy to provide further commentary or lend its voice to the effort to “Save Bellevue”! If we can assist in some way, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me at the address below. 
Sincerely 

Shannon Prince, Chair, NHSAO 

c/o Buxton National Historic Site & Museum 

