


BELLEVUE RESOLUTION

February 18, 2011
[Note: the following resolution was the outcome of an informal meeting of representatives of the owners of Bellevue (Peter Valente and Frank Fazio), the Chamber of Commerce, (Rene Rota), Administration (Anne Rota) and the Friends of Bellevue (John McDonald and Robert Honor) held at the Gordon House on January 26, 2011]
Over the past several years, the Heritage Committee has repeatedly expressed its concern over the state of the Bellevue property on Dalhousie St. E. This National Historic Site, built in 1816, and marking the reconstruction of Amherstburg after the War of 1812, is also recognized as a historic treasure by the Province of Ontario and designated under the Ontario Heritage Act by the Town of Amherstburg.

Most recently, the owners of the property have demonstrated a renewed interest in their holding by securing the building and actively maintaining both the interior and exterior. Their representative, Peter Valente, appeared before our Committee last year with proposals to revitalize the property while preserving the historic home. In dialogue with Mr. Valente, while not endorsing any particular detailed plan, the Committee re-iterated its support in principle for this objective which should result in a revitalized Bellevue as a centerpiece of our town’s heritage for generations to come.
The Committee recognizes 2011 as a crucial year for Bellevue – a year in which definitive steps toward its preservation must be taken. They also recognize the myriad of details and issues that must be dealt with in preserving and enhancing this property. As well, they have determined that expertise and interests well beyond the scope of this committee must be engaged if a timely, robust and effective plan is to be developed. 
By motion, the Committee recommends to Council that
i) a concerted effort be made during this calendar year to enhance the Bellevue House through adoptive re-use while preserving its heritage characteristics.

ii) Council form a Bellevue Working Group with representation including the current ownership of the property, member(s) of Council, the Administration, the Heritage Committee, the Chamber of Commerce, the Service Clubs of Amherstburg and prominent leaders in our community to immediately meet and develop in the next few months a detailed plan for this property, including a conditional agreement with the current owners as a basis of discussion of support with the provincial and federal governments.  
